ANDROCLES AND THE LION

THE EMPEROR. How about the Pretorian Guard now?

FERROVIUS. In my youth I worshipped Mars, the God of War.
I turned from him to serve the Christian god; but today the
Christian god forsook me; and Mars overcame me and took
back his own. The Christian god is not yet. He will come when
Mars and I are dust; but meanwhile I must serve the gods
that are, not the God that will be. Until then I accept service
in the Guard, Caesar.

THE EMPEROR. Very wisely said. All really sensible men agree
that the prudent course is to be neither bigoted in our attachment
to die old nor rash and unpractical in keeping an open mind for
the new, but to make the best of both dispensations.

THE CAPTAIN. "What do you say, Lavinia? Will you too be
prudent?

LAVINIA [on the stairs] No: I'll strive for the coming of the
God who is not yet.

THE CAPTAIN. May I come and argue with you occasionally?

LAVINIA. Yes, handsome Captain: you may. [He kisses her
hand].

THE EMPEROR. And now, my friends, though I do not, as you
see, fear this lion, yet the strain of his presence is considerable;
for none of us can feel quite sure what he will do next.

THE MENAGERIE KEEPER. Caesar: give us this Greek sorcerer
to be a slave in the menagerie. He has a way with the beasts.

ANDROCLES [distressed] Not if they are in cages. They should
not be kept in cages. They must be all let out.

THE EMPEROR. I give this sorcerer to be a slave to the first man
who lays hands on him. [The menagerie keepers and the gladiators
rush for Androcles. The lion starts up and faces, them. They surge
bacK\. You see how magnanimous we Romans are, Androcles.
We suffer you to go in peace,

ANDROCLES. I thank your worship. I thank you all, ladies and
gentlemen. Come, Tommy. Whilst we stand together, no cage
for you: no slavery for me. [He goes out with the lion, everybody
crowding away to give him as wide a berth as possible].
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